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With limited options in Chicago for women who are homeless or formerly

homeless and searching for a pathway to stability through steady Help us spread the word about

employment, your support is critical to ensuring that the Employment our programs and services.

Services Program continues to provide the services they need to achieve -

economic security and independence. Become our fan on Facebook,
follow our updates, and

Please consider a gift to Deborah's Place today, and help continue to suggest us to your friends!

break the cycle of homelessness for women in Chicago.

Thank you for your support,

facebook

Audrey Thomas
Executive Director

Did You Know?

Regina, a Deborah's Place housing program participant, was having a problem
finding a job because she had a criminal background. At that time, she was
working as a temporary receptionist for a company. Regina said that even
though she had only been working there for two months, her supervisor told her
she was doing a great job and they would love to hire her as the permanent
receptionist for the company. Regina was so excited! Later that week she
received a call saying she did not get the position because of her criminal
background.

Regina was hurt and dispirited. She began meeting with the Employment
Services Coordinator several times a week to complete applications and
practice interviewing skills. But when Regina filled out the applications, she was
always truthful and answered 'yes' when asked if she had a criminal
background. After looking desperately for more than six months, she continued
to receive rejections. She had skills, experience and motivation, but no one
would hire her.

One day, a supporter of Deborah's Place called to say they wanted to give a
woman at Deborah's Place a chance to earn some money. The assignment
was to be a two month temporary position in a Human Resources office, doing
mostly clerical work. They needed the woman to have good verbal skills
because she would be interacting with most of the employees in the company.

Regina was afraid of being rejected, but decided to interview and tell the truth
about her background. Regina was hired for the position and started her first
day of work on August 7, 2007. Regina's supervisor is so pleased with her
work that they want to bring her on full time as an assistant to the Chairman of
the agency.
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As demonstrated by Regina's story, Deborah's Place caters to a hard-to serve
population of women. Deborah's Place participants, in addition to
homelessness, struggle with issues including unemployment, lack of
healthcare, inadequate education, isolation from friends, family and the
community, and a variety of other barriers to stability, safety, health and well-
being. Often times these issues are further complicated by addictions, mental
illness, and physical or mental disabilities.

Regina was able to overcome the barriers she faced because of her criminal
history and is now a shining star are her job. She is on the road to reaching her
goals of stable housing, sustainable income and greater self-determination.

Earning an Income, and Inner Strength

The Employment Services Program of Deborah's Place was created in 1994 in
order to offer our participants the opportunity to define themselves as
something other than "homeless." Each year, the Employment Services
Program impacts over 100 women through one-on-one employment
counseling, job preparation workshops, job search assistance and referral, and
a variety of other services that help women to obtain and maintain employment.

This past fiscal year, with our support but as a result of their
own relentless efforts, strong will, and self-determination, 32
women obtained or maintained sustainable income through
employment.

The Employment Services Program of Deborah's Place assists women who are
homeless or formerly homeless in obtaining and maintaining productive
employment so that they can move toward economic security, income stability,
and independence and permanently end their experience with homelessness.

"Judy”, one Employment Services participant who was recently hired by a local
business, describes the impact of the program: "[Deborah’'s Place] helped me :
to focus on my assets, to feel better about myself... to get a job so | can support | sl S e R TR

myself." Like Judy, women seek Employment Services for this time, but we
assistance finding a job and discover not only the tangible welcome you to help
reward of steady income, but also their inner strength and us fill the kitchen with
capacity to recover from the experience of homelessness. new supplies. We are
registered at the
Beyond benefits to individual women seeking jobs and a pathway to self- following stores:

sufficiency, the Employment Services Program has had a positive impact on
the community of women at Deborah's Place. Participants not only report
improvements in skills and knowledge, but also gains in self-esteem and
motivation that have had a ripple-effect throughout the building. Women who
obtain employment, who are earning a steady income, who are
climbing toward self-sufficiency and who are overcoming the
traumatic experience of homelessness provide a motivating
example for others who are struggling with daily challenges on
their road to recovery.
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Volunteer and Finance Expert Sheds a Light on Money Issues

Did you like what you read? Help support the women,
programs and services highlighted in this issue by making

With your support, we can break the cycle of homelessness for

women in Chicago.

¥
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