Sarah Letson

From: Deborah's Place [egolden@deborahsplace.org]
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2010 4:22 PM

To: Sarah Letson

Subject: Notes from Home - Monthly eUpdate

Deborah's Place eUpdate Volume 1, Number 8, May 20:
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Deborah's Place mission is t(
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Join us for the high point of our year-long quarter-century celebration
as we raise funds for our future and recognize the amazing volunteers
and donors that paved the way to our success.

Guests will enjoy a champagne reception, live music, and a seated
dinner all in the beautiful green surroundings of the Garfield Park
Conservatory, a historical landmark and cultural gem.

Highlights of the evening are the Live Auction and Raffle, with exciting
packages including:

"Chef for a Day" with chef and TV host Homaro Cantu of Moto
Restaurant

Vacation at a luxury villa in Cancun, Mexico

Weekend stay at a lakeside cottage in Wisconsin

"Dine Out" package with certificates to famed Chicago
restaurants

And much more! View more Live Auction and Raffle packages here.

We look forward to sharing this special night with you!

Thursday, June 17, 2010
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
The Garfield Park Conservatory
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break the cycle of
homelessness for women in
Chicago. We seek to fulffill
this mission through the
expression of our core values:

* Creative expression and
self-determination, and an
individual's freedom to make
choices

* Building community through
relationships, communication
and social committment

* The right to quality services
delivered with respect and
empathy

* Diversity that honors
differences in age, culture,
and social orientation

* The right to safe, clean,
affordable housing

Help us spread the word
about our programs and
services!

Become our fan on
Facebook, follow our
updates, and suggest us

to your friends
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300 N. Central Park Ave., Chicago
Emcee: Kathy Brock, ABC 7 News Anchor

$250 for individuals, $175 for full-time students a  nd seniors (65+)
$2000 for a table of ten

Space is limited - Buy your tickets now!

Questions? Call (773) 638-6539 or write to
egolden@deborahsplace.org

This is the story of Tiffany, a resident of Marah's Permanent Housing
program, in her own words:

"My journey does not start or end in Marah's. It is just a stepping stone
from the place where | was to where | want to go. In ten years | see
myself happy, healthy, either in school or already a very wealthy
person. Maybe the wealthy (part) is far stretched...| at least want to be
comfortable.

Well where | came from: Well, my ma's family is from Trinidad and
Tobago, mostly Tobago. She came over when she was 11. | was born
when she was 21 years old. | almost did not make it. The reasons still
aren't clear on why, | just know | had to have a blood transfusion. | had

two older sisters, they both died at birth. So there is a reason God

saved me. My mother always tells me 'you have purpose, it is your
destiny to do great things.'

My parents fought all the time and when | was about 8 years old |
came home from school to find my mom outside hiding under the
stairwell with all our bags packed. We moved around quite a bit; first to
a shelter...then to a house with my Mom's friend...Life has never been
the same since then."
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This Sunday, May 23, Deborah's Place will be featured on ABC 7
Chicago's Sunday morning talk show, "Chicagoing" with Bill
Campbell!

Expect a discussion of the issues facing homeless service providers
today, remarks on the successes and challenges at Deborah's Place
through 25 years of helping women in Chicago find hope and home,
details about our long-awaited 25th Anniversary Celebration on June
17, and stories from Deborah's Place tenant Ayisha, Board Vice
President Kim Cole, and Executive Director Audrey Thomas.

Visit the Deborah's Place website after May 23 to watch the show
again!
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Deborah's Place is honored to be chosen as one of the 47 out of 60
organizations that will participate in the Donor's Forum CapaCity
Chicago Program, which opens doors to learning opportunities for all
interested staff members.

Donors Forum, a City of Chicago DFSS designee, was awarded a
grant by the Strengthening Communities Fund, which is administered
through the U.S. Dept of Health and Human Services to fund CapaCity
Chicago as a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA). The Strengthening Communities Fund was created to build
the capacity of nonprofit organizations to address the broad economic
recovery issues present in their communities.

As a participant agency Deborah's Place will be offered free
workshops and training (including trainigs on forming strategic
alliances, volunteer management, and outcome evaluation); free web
access to the CapaCity Chicago la;, peer-to-peer sharing and learning;
a free organizational assessment and one-on-one technical assistance
provided by Executive Service Corps; and ongoing information on
ARRA-funded opportunities. Trainings begin in June 2010 and will go
through 2011.
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We are thrilled to participate in such an extensive and high-level
training program and to strengthen our capacity and effectiveness in
serving women who are currently and formerly homeless.

To learn more about CapaCity Chicago, please visit the Donors
Forum website.
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